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pioneers saw nothing to be done except to keep
close guard and beat off the Indians when they
came. A year or two of that sort of desperate
uncertainty gave Clark an idea. Why not meet
the trouble at its source by capturing the British
posts and suppressing the commandants whose
orders were mainly responsible for the atrocities?
There was just one obstacle: Kentucky could spare
neither men nor money for the undertaking.

In the spring of 1777 two young hunters, dis-
guised as traders, were dispatched to the Illinois
country and to the neighborhood of Vincennes, to
spy out the land. They brought back word that
the posts were not heavily manned, and that the
French-speaking population took little interest in
the war and was far from reconciled to British rule.
The prospect seemed favorable. Without making
his purpose known, to anyone, Clark forthwith
joined a band of disheartened settlers and made his
way with them over the Wilderness Trail to Vir-
ginia. By this time a plan on the part of the rebels
for the defense of the Kentucky settlements had
grown into a scheme for the conquest of the whole
Northwest.

Clark's proposal came opportunely. Burgoyne's
surrender had given the colonial cause a rosy hue.